Units treat

2000 psoriasis
y44-7: %, at home

bupropion hydrochloride HOME-use UVB light units

are a new option for
patients with psoriasis who
regular hospital or spe-

nic visits iInconve-

Nick Balgowan, whose

* | company supplies such units
A . " in Australia, said the prob-

lem with UV treatment was

that most patients needed it

by Meds , there
signihicant extra cost in
terms of travel and time.
Leading dermatologist Dr
Chris Baker, from Mel-
bourne’s St Vincent’s Hospi-
tal, said narrow-band UVB
treatment used only a frac-
tion of the UVB spectrum,
corresponding to the most
“biologically effective”
wavelengths for treating
psoriasis.
Dr Baker said this could
reduce the risk of side effects
Zyban helps fight the power of nicotine addiction. e L e
the added advantage of not
requiring patients to take

Nicotine cravings are a barrier to quitting! Zyban helps smokers manage nicotine v i
psoralen tablets, unhike

withdrawal by suppressing cravings;? helping to break their addiction. UVA phototherapy.

“The trend in recent years
has been that narrow-band
UVB is the first photo-
therapy we use,” Dr Baker
said.

However, he stressed the
need for careful medical
supervision when using the
devices because there was
always a risk of complica-
tions.

Mr Balgowan said the

units, which were available
nationally from the distribu-
tor BeatPsoriasis, came in a
range of sizes, with the
smallest costing $1100 to
buy or $110 a month to
rent.
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